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getting tangled up, twisting and turning when
the time came for him to confess that he had
brought about explosions which had caused
not only material damage, but, wittingly, the
death of workers. It was affecting, too, to see
the engineer Norkin, who, pale with agitation,
cursed Trotsky with his " last words," cried
out his cc burning contempt and hatred for
him," and immediately afterwards had to
leave the court-room because he felt ill
Incidentally, this was the first and only time
during the whole proceedings that anyone
became excited; otherwise, judges, public pro-
secutor, and accused all spoke calmly and
without emotion, and not one of them ever
raised his voice.

Why did     Apart from the objections I have already
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defend mentioned, the sceptics base their reluctance
selves ? to admit that the charge might be authentic on
the fact that the prisoners5 attitude before the
court lends itself to no psychological explana-
tion. Why, the unbelievers ask, did the pris-
oners, instead of disputing their guilt, vie with
one another in their confessions ? And what